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Research Investigation 
 

Notes for teachers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOTE: The following was written in December 2008, prior to the first 
assessment in the Theatre course in 2009. As a result it will be revised 
and redrafted after June 2009. Teachers are advised to always ensure 
they are working from the most recent documentation. 
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Aims 
• To develop dramaturgical research skills (the ability to research and apply this 

research to a piece of theatre/play) 
• To develop understanding of an unfamiliar theatre practice 
• To present research appropriately and within a specific word length 

 
The Research Investigation is described in the guide as: 
 
1.Personal dramaturgical research into an unfamiliar theatrical practice for the 
production of a play or theatre pieceÉ to contribute to a realization of the 
play/theatre piece from the chosen theatrical practice.   
 
Dramaturgical research  
Dramaturgical research is research that will be of service to and inform a production. 
It doesnÕt need to be addressed to any particular artist. Depending on which aspect of 
the play/piece of theatre is chosen, the research could be useful to all artists working 
on the production or to only one or two. The focus therefore should be on the aspect 
of the production being researched NOT on meeting the needs of any particular artist. 
  
 
2.Students should select a specific aspect of a play or theatre piece from the chosen 
theatrical practice to research, and then formulate a research question to answer.  
 
The Play/Piece of Theatre 
This has to be from the theatrical practice the student has chosen. 
 
The Aspect 
An aspect indicates that the area of investigation should have a clear focus- but this 
will depend on the play/piece of the theatre and the practice selected. This aspect has 
to be such that it leads to research that will inform the action of the piece of 
theatre/production. An aspect could range from something particular (the use of a fan 
in a particular scene) to something more general (the use of colour in the whole play). 
 
The Question 
The research investigation should be in direct response to the question set. It should 
be composed in such a way as to help the student focus their research. 
 
3. Students at HL are also required to write a critique of the sources used in the  
research investigation.  
 
The Critique 
This critique should form a separate section at the end of the research investigation. It 
should clearly demonstrate the studentÕs understanding of the sources used, their 
usefulness and their relevance to the investigation. This should be formal and focus on 
the sources and how they can be used. This should be treated as a guide to the 
resources used for any practitioner who  wishes to research further into this practice or 
this particular aspect of the play/piece of theatre. 
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4.The findings of the research investigation should be presented in an essay format 
with supporting visual and/or textual material. At HL the requirement is 2,000–2,500 
words plus visual documentation and/or textual references. At SL the requirement is 
1,500–1,750 words plus visual documentation and/or textual references. The 
linguistic register of the written work should be formal in nature, and the work should 
be clearly set out as a research investigation (that is, titled, sourced and attributed).  
 
The Register and Format 
The register needs to be formal, usually in the third person, though first person 
accounts can also be used if practical research has been undertaken.  
As an essay the Research Investigation should have an introduction (setting out the 
question and any considerations that need to be taken into account), a middle section 
where the question is explored and addressed. It should end with a conclusion that 
summarises the considerations and presents an answer to the question. The essay 
should be fluid and coherent. 
 
 
FAQ regarding descriptors 
 
 
A. RESEARCH SKILLS (HL and SL) 
 
What are observations? 
Observations are the deductions and points made by the student about a certain 
practice as a result of their research.  
What do is meant by ‘supported by research evidence’? 
These observations should be supported by evidence, that is by making it clear to a 
reader where the information came from that has led to these observations. 
What is a range? 
Each practice has a differing range of sources both in terms of quantity and also in 
terms of type. Some practices have very little written research so the candidate will 
need to look into correspondence, interviews, film, accounts etc as the basis of the 
research. Some practices have a huge amount of resources. The range is partly 
dependent on the practice but the key point here is that the student has consulted a 
variety of sources so that the observations are not based on one particular type or one 
particular line of information. 
What is proper attribution? 
This can be as footnote, within the body of the essay or as endnote. Established 
academic systems and conventions for attributing sources should be used by the 
student. 
 
 
B TASK RELEVANCE (HL and SL) 
 
What are the specific requirements of the task? 
To provide dramaturgical research into an unfamiliar theatrical practice to contribute 
to a realization of the production of a play/theatre piece from the chosen theatrical 
practice.  
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What is meant by initiative and perseverance? 
Initiative indicates that a student has used existing knowledge to guide their 
investigation into unknown areas. They have made discoveries which were not 
immediately or easily accessible or obvious to them. 
Perseverance is the determination to follow a particular line of investigation to a 
deeper level by picking up clues and following links and particular threads.  
 
What is illumin ating discussion? 
Illuminating discussion is not about originality. It is about the ability to shed light on 
the particular aspect selected and the ability to respond to the question with 
information and ideas that would have a significant impact on the production. 
 
What is meant by appropriate evidence? 
This is evidence that focuses on and is appropriate to  

• the practice  
• the play/piece of theatre  
• the aspect selected 

 
 
C PRESENTATION (HL and SL) 
 
What is the appropriate register? 
The register needs to be formal, usually in the third person, though first person 
accounts can also be used if practical research has been undertaken.  
 
What is a formal essay? 
As an essay the Research Investigation should have an introduction (setting out the 
question and any considerations that need to be taken into account), a middle section 
where the question is explored and addressed. It should end with a conclusion that 
summarises the considerations and presents an answer to the question. The essay 
should be fluid and coherent 
 
How do you present visual and textual material? 
The source should be attributed, (Criterion A) it should be clearly and neatly 
presented and should only be included if appropriate. It should be used to illustrate, 
demonstrate, reinforce or support the studentÕs observations. Material included in the 
appendix should also be looked at for relevance. 
 
What is the word count? 
At HL the requirement is 2,000Ð2,500 words plus visual documentation and/or textual 
references. At SL the requirement is 1,500Ð1,750 words plus visual documentation 
and/or textual references. 
 
D CRITIQUE OF SOURCES 
 
How should this critique be presented? 
This critique should form a separate section at the end of the research investigation.  
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What should it include? 
Under each source listed the student needs to provide information regarding the nature 
of the source, its usefulness and its relevance to the investigation. The critique should 
focus on how a particular source has been and can be used. This should be treated as 
a guide to the resources used for any practitioner who wishes to research further into 
this practice or this particular aspect of the play/piece of theatre. 
 
 
 


